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Main causes of Iran’s gasoline
imbalance identified

The head of Iran’s Oil Refin-
ing Industry Employers
Association said excessive
consumption, fuel smug-
gling and weaknesses in the
domestic auto industry are the
main causes of the country’s
gasoline supply imbalance.
Speaking at a Sunday news
conference marking National
Journalists” Day, Nasser
Ashouri underscored the
strategic role of refineries in
energy security. He called

journalism a valuable but
risky profession, saying
reporters play a key role in
promoting social justice and
transparency, and in bringing
critical economic and politi-
cal issues to the attention of
decision-makers.Highlight-
ing the economic, social and
security importance of the
refining sector, Ashouri said
it must be preserved and
strengthened to remain self-
reliant. He noted that during

a recent 12-day conflict, re-
finery workers showed great
dedication, and despite the
crisis, production of gasoline
and diesel not only continued
but rose significantly.
Reliance on skilled workforce
Despite economic chal-
lenges and aging facilities,
Iran’s refining industry has
achieved near self-sufficiency
in petroleum product output
by relying on skilled labor,
Ashouri said. Production has

even increased during crises,
he added.Comparing Iran’s
refining industry with global
standards, Ashouri noted that
while other countries use
robots for maintenance and
safety operations, Iran must
rely on human labor, which
significantly increases risks.
Major overhauls can require
5,000 to 6,000 workers to
complete in less than the
usual 20 days, he said.Over
the past nine years, daily
gasoline output has more than
doubled, thanks to the efforts
of specialized personnel,
Ashouri said.

No gasoline imports needed
—1If...

Ashouri said that with exces-
sive consumption curbed,
smuggling reduced and the
auto industry improved, Iran
would have no need to import
gasoline. Without these
reforms, he warned, domes-
tic overuse and abnormal
smuggling will continue to
drive the gasoline imbalance.
He also urged the government
to grant more authority to

the private sector, associa-
tions and unions in line with
national policies and develop-
ment plans, saying private
operators are working at full
capacity and deserve greater
support.

Tehran Oil Refinery projects ac?e/lerate under 14th administration

The engineering manager of Tehran Oil
Refining Company’s projects announced
that the implementation of the refinery’s
initiatives has been expedited under the 14th
administration. Several projects, includ-
ing urban wastewater treatment, industrial
hexane production and connection to the
national power grid, are set to launch in the
coming months.

Babak Forouzesh-Asl highlighted that
since the start of the new administration,
project execution has been streamlined. He
credited the National Iranian Oil Refining
and Distribution Company for facilitating
foreign currency allocations and increased
quotas, along with support from the Central
Bank and the Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Trade.Key projects nearing completion
include urban wastewater treatment, indus-
trial hexane production and connecting the
refinery to the national power grid.

Fuel quality, infrastructure development
Regarding fuel quality and infrastructure
upgrades, Forouzesh-Asl noted that several
key projects aligned with Iran’s Clean Air
Law and the Seventh Development Plan
(Article 45) are underway. These initiatives
aim to improve fuel standards and sustain-
able infrastructure.

Gasoline quality improvement project
The gasoline quality upgrade project (CCR)
is progressing, targeting Euro 5 standards
and an increased daily production capac-

ity of 1.5 million liters. Full operation is
expected by 2026. Meanwhile, a fuel oil
quality improvement project is in the study
phase, focusing on meeting international
standards. Pending land permits, it will soon
enter the bidding stage.Additionally, the
industrial hexane production project, aimed
at diversifying refinery output, is expected
to become operational this year.

Power grid connection

Forouzesh-Asl described the refinery’s
power grid connection as a critical infra-
structure project, enhancing energy stability
and addressing national power shortages.
The first phase, including software imple-
mentation and pre-launch preparations, will
be operational next month.

Wastewater treatment project

Due to the refinery’s heavy reliance on sus-
tainable water supply, a wastewater treatment
project was initiated to minimize municipal
water usage. Once fully operational, around
52,000 cubic meters of treated urban waste-
water will be transported daily via a 4-kilome-
ter, 32-inch pipeline to the refinery.Currently,
the refinery consumes about 32,000 cubic
meters of water per day. The first phase of the
treatment project will process 15,000-20,000
cubic meters daily for industrial use, with full
capacity expected to match current consump-
tion, drastically reducing reliance on munici-
pal water.The treatment process uses reverse
osmosis (RO) technology, including sand

filtration, ozone injection, carbon filtration,
self-cleaning systems, ultrafiltration and RO.
Treated water is used in steam production,
cooling towers, green spaces and firefighting.
Daily lab tests ensure compliance with qual-
ity standards.The project, with an estimated
budget of €25 million plus 1.2 trillion rials, is
90% complete.

Prioritizing domestic capabilities
Forouzesh-Asl emphasized the refinery’s
commitment to supporting domestic and
knowledge-based companies. Contracts
prioritize local capacity, even when some
equipment is imported, with Iranian firms
handling assembly, development and opera-
tion.In the wastewater project, domestic
knowledge-based companies contributed
ozone production technology—a complex
process mastered by few countries—dem-
onstrating successful localization.Despite
sanctions complicating equipment imports,
the refinery relies on local expertise and
innovative solutions to minimize delays.
Challenges in foreign currency allocation
and customs have impacted some projects,
but efforts continue to reduce dependence
on foreign suppliers. Streamlining permits,
smart solutions
Forouzesh-Asl acknowledged bureaucratic
hurdles in obtaining permits for new proj-
ects but noted that Al and smart tools are
being introduced to optimize processes, in
collaboration with specialized refinery units.

Gasoline price issue still Mer discussion: Gov’t spox

The Iranian government has no imme-
diate plans to raise gasoline prices, a
spokesperson said Tuesday, though she
acknowledged the need for a broader
review of the issue.“There is no doubt we
need to reach a clear decision on gaso-
line, but now is not the time,” govern-
ment spokeswoman Fatemeh Mohajerani
told reporters at a news conference.
Asked about the possibility of higher
prices for high-income households,
Mohajerani said the matter requires
“more discussion and review” before any

decision is made.She noted that the cur-
rent price — 15,000 rials per liter — is
the same for all drivers, including those
taking off-road vehicles on recreational
trips. “We are happy about people’s lei-
sure activities,” she said. “But is it fair to
use the energy subsidies of low-income
groups in this way? This approach cer-
tainly needs revision.”

Mohajerani stressed that the price issue is
only “a topic under discussion” and that
there is no definitive plan, decision or
agreement to raise gasoline prices. How-

ever, she urged the media to foster debate
on the matter.“When we talk about cash
support for the lowest three income de-
ciles or in-kind subsidies for up to seven
deciles, we should ask whether it’s right
to allocate their share of energy subsidies
like this,” she said.The spokesperson
added that President Masoud pezeshkian
“is the president for all Iranians, whether
wealthy or low-income,” but said that
disadvantaged groups need greater atten-
tion and support, and that more programs
are planned to assist them.

V6ot
1Y ooy

R

OIL

www daneshenaft.ir

IranPlast 2025 sets national
record on first day of booth al-

location
More than 11,000 square meters of space were
reserved on the first day of booth allocation
for the 19th IranPlast International Exhibition,
setting a new record for exhibition registrations
in the country, the National Petrochemical Co.
said.
The reserved space includes both online alloca-
tions and bookings through industry associa-
tions.Booth allocation for the products category
— the largest group participating in IranPlast
— will take place Monday, Aug. 11, followed
by allocation for the machinery category
on Wednesday, Aug. 13.The 19th IranPlast
International Exhibition will be held Sept. 8-11,
2025, at the Tehran International Permanent
Fairground, covering more than 34,000 square
meters of net exhibition space.

Alvand rig to join Iranian off-

shore drilling fleet soon
The overhaul of the Alvand offshore drilling rig
is in its final stages in the Kish operational area

and will soon join the Iranian Offshore Oil Co.’s

drilling fleet.

According to the company, a task force meeting

on expediting the overhaul and commissioning
of the Alvand rig was held with the participa-
tion of Salman Khosravi, deputy managing
director in the Kish region. The meeting, aimed
at removing obstacles and improving project

execution, included a progress report from Kish

regional manager Mohammad Ranjbar, who
thanked the company’s managing director for
comprehensive support. With the project’s ex-
ecutive management team present, participants
discussed ways to speed up various processes
and agreed on steps to ensure the rig’s near-term
addition to the fleet.

The Alvand overhaul is being completed by Ira-
nian Offshore Oil Co. personnel, with support
from domestic contractors in the Kish region.
Alvand is a repair rig tasked with overhauling
and securing wells in the Siri operational area.
From 2018 to 2021, it repaired and secured
between 10 and 12 wells annually, boosting the
area’s output by an average of 5,000 barrels per
day.

Gas transmission capacity com-
pleted on Eighth

National Pipeline
The director of the Gas Pressure Boosting
Facilities Project at Iran Gas Engineering and
Development Company (IGEDC) announced
the launch of the third unit at the Shahid Qor-
bani Motlaq Gas Pressure Boosting Facility of
Dehshir, stating that gas transmission capacity
on the eighth national pipeline has been com-
pleted, strengthening network stability.
According to the company, Sam Sarani-Asl re-
ported that, through the efforts of the company’s
experts, the third unit at the Dehshir Gas Pressure
Boosting Facility on the eighth national pipeline
in Yazd Province was successfully launched
and put into operation within the area of Iran
Gas Transmission’s Region 2.Sarani-Asl noted
that the Dehshir facility includes three turbo-
compressor units (3+1 configuration) with a total
capacity of approximately 110 million cubic
meters per day, an input pressure of 970 psi, and
an output pressure of 1,305 psi. He said that, per
the scheduled plan, the third turbo-compressor
unit—with a capacity of 35 million cubic meters
per day—was activated on the eighth national
pipeline on Sunday.The project director added
that the first and second units of the station had
become operational in March, and with the ad-
dition of the third unit, the Dehshir facility now
has all three units in service.Sarani-Asl stated
that the activation of the third unit completes gas
transmission capacity in this section of the eighth
national pipeline, significantly enhancing both
the stability of Iran’s gas network and the flex-
ibility of transmission operations. He emphasized
that this achievement resulted from the collabo-
ration of all stakeholders, including consultants,
contractors, Region 2 Gas Transmission Opera-
tions personnel, and relevant management at Iran
Gas Engineering and Development Company.
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ture-guidance

Petroleum Security Management — International As-
sociation of Oil & Gas Producers (IOGP)
https://www.iogp.org

Guidelines for Emergency Preparedness and Re-
sponse in Oil & Gas — IMO
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Pages/
Emergency-Response.aspx

Security and Emergency Preparedness in the Oil &
Gas Industry — DHS

https://www.dhs.gov

S «Oil and Gas Security» by David K. L. Wong
https://www.amazon.com

NATO - Security of Critical Infrastructure
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/topics_80849.htm
ISO 31000:2018 - -7y y Sy e

International Organization for Standardization.
(2018). ISO 31000:2018 Risk Management Guide-
lines.

S https://www.iso.org/standard/65694.html-
Guidelines for Emergency Preparedness and Re-
sponse in the Oil and Gas

Industry — International Maritime Organization
(IMO)

IMO. (2014). Guidelines for Emergency Response in
the Oil and Gas Industry.

: https://www.imo.org

Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience — U.S.
Department of Homeland Security (CISA)

U.S. DHS. (2016). Critical Infrastructure Security
and Resilience.

Sl https:/www.cisa.gov/publication/critical-infra-
structure-guidance

«Oil and Gas Security» by David K. L. Wong (<)
Wong, D. K. L. (2015). Oil and Gas Security. CRC
Press, Taylor & Francis Group.
https://www.amazon.com

IOGP (International Association of Oil & Gas
Producers).

: https://www.iogp.org

- Oil & Gas Journale js> 2 L3 55 3 an e

IR i slags ) b

- https://www.ogj.com/

- International Society for Optics and Photonics
(SPIE): 25 Jilad 55510y ol (gl sy gl (a8 iy,
- Security Magazine: e s> 3 (ns glacs s 5 il Ul
- https://securitymagazine.com/

- IEEE Xplore Digital Library: s ki (oasadi &Yl
el 5l (sl ¢ g il

- https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/

- NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technol-
0gy): usd S slags sl 5K yia g slalaial

- https://www.nist.gov/
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